Elementary Core French Curriculum Information
Rationale 

Being able to communicate in both French and English, Canada’s official languages, is a desirable outcome for students in Newfoundland and Labrador. Learning French as a second language and learning about francophones promotes an awareness of linguistic and cultural diversity fostering an openness toward others, essential for full participation in today’s bilingual, multicultural Canada and in the larger global community. In Canada and elsewhere, the ability to communicate in a second language is an asset in finding employment. Most importantly, the study of a second language is an enriching educational experience, long recognized for its contributions to the social, emotional and intellectual development of learners. It fosters the development of problem-solving and creativity, and it prepares students for opportunities to learn a third or fourth language. Second language education is an integral part of worldwide school programs. 

In Newfoundland and Labrador, most students study French as a second language through the Core French program. In a Core French program, students learn French during a regularly scheduled time slot in the school day. In this province, the Core French program is organized sequentially: elementary (Grades 4, 5 and 6); intermediate (Grades 7, 8 and 9) and senior high (French 2200, 3200, 3201).
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
In Newfoundland and Labrador, Grade 4 is the entry point to the authorized Core French program and the beginning of French second language instruction for most students. The program is an introductory one. Instructional time is devoted primarily to oral language development with secondary emphasis on reading and writing.  With an emphasis on communication, learners engage in experiences that help them explore relevant, interesting themes including: friends and family, animals and environment, food, sports and leisure, and school life.

In Grade 4, students are introduced to the language by means of listening and speaking. Since elementary students bring with them a knowledge of their first language, including reading and writing, some written communication is also possible. At Grade 5, students develop both oral and written communication through the reinforcement of introductory concepts of the previous year, the study of new themes, and the completion of new tasks. In Grade 6, there is continued consolidation and growth of student knowledge and skills as students prepare for the transition to the intermediate program. Throughout the elementary grades, 80% of the program is devoted to oral communication and 20% to written communication.
In Elementary Core French, the instructional process is founded on

the following principles:
• Communication is the focus of the program.

• Students develop the ability to communicate by engaging in meaningful, interactive experiences.

• Curriculum outcomes determine instruction and assessment.

• Content is organized around experiences, themes and activities that are relevant to the learners.

• Learner needs, abilities (including first language experiences), and interests provide a starting point for instruction.

• Instruction is planned to be both sequential and spiral, providing for a gradual increase in knowledge and skills, and allowing for the meaningful re-entry of knowledge gained

through previous use.

• French is the language of the classroom.
• Long-term planning and daily planning are essential.

• Both teacher and student assume a variety of roles in the instructional process.
Use of French
For most children in Newfoundland and Labrador, the Core French program is the most frequent and substantial point of contact with French. Research indicates that a key factor affecting success in second language learning is the time devoted to it. This has several implications for the elementary French environment. French should be used as the language of instruction in the classroom. Both the use of French and instructional time affect student proficiency. According to the Program of Studies, the recommended time allocation for Elementary Core French is 10% of the total instructional time. Success in communicating in French in the elementary program helps students develop a positive attitude toward the lifelong learning of the language.
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