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Grade Three Curriculum Letter to Parents

Dear Parents/Guardians:
The following is a general curriculum outline that we hope to cover during the full year.  The areas listed are subject areas and themes, not curriculum outcomes.  The subject covered, methods use to cover, and the time frame they are presented in may vary from class to class.  

Each year the grade three students write Criterion Referenced Tests.  The tests are in the area of language arts and math.  More information will follow. The Grade Three Criterion Referenced Tests (CRTs) will take place from late May to early June, 2008.  The Process Writing portion will take place in Spring, 2008.  The French Immersion grade three class will only participate in the math portion.

Math:
The primary resource used for grade three math is Quest 2000. The following areas will be covered (please note that all areas incorporate problem solving skills both routine and non-routine) There is also a Mental Math component to the program.  This area allows students to figure out math problems in their heads without the use of paper and pencil or calculator.

· representing numbers (place value) up to 9999

· patterning

· addition and subtraction of whole numbers up to 3 digit numbers

· estimation

· multiplication and division of whole numbers

· fraction 
· measurement

· symmetry

· shape and space

· collecting and analyzing data

· problem solving covering all areas

Math Journals: (writing about math) Students will write about math problems to explain the strategies they are using to help them solve these problems.  They will use pictures, models, numbers, and words.  This will also involve explanations of how math relates to everyday life.

English Language Arts:
This program is further divided into Spelling, Language Skills, Reading and Viewing, Listening and Speaking, and Writing and Other Ways of Representing.
* French Immersion Students will be expected to cover these strands in French Language Arts.
1. Spelling: There will be a variety of resources used. There will be a focus on word attack skills, phonics, and spelling strategies.  Students will also use personal spelling dictionaries. 

2. Language Arts - Six Strands will be covered:
a. Reading & Viewing

b. Listening & Speaking

c. Writing and Other Ways of Representation
3. Language Skills: A selection of activities focusing on teaching language skills needed for writing. 

4. Reading: The primary resources used will be Nelson’s Keepsakes and Treasures and Hand in Hand.  Other resources will also be used from time to time, specifically; Momentum Guided Reading Series and PM leveled books. Teachers will build their Reading Program based on students needs. The Reading Program will focus on teaching reading strategies, word attack skills, responding to the text presented, and making personal connections to the reading material.

5. Students will be reading four basic types of texts; Narrative, Informational, Visual, and Poetic.

a. Novel Study: Students will complete one novel study from the following list.

i. Dragon Slayer by Joy Cowley

ii. Canoe Diary by Nic Bishop

iii. Hang in There, Oscar Martin

iv. The Bad Day List by Anna Kenna

v. A Close Call by Anna Kenna

vi. Pirate Pie by Marcia Vaughan

b. Reading Journals - these will be a part of in class reading and at home reading.  Students will be expected to read independently for 15 minutes each day in class and each night at home. They will also record a personal reaction to the text read.
6. Writing: In addition to the language skills component which will teach conventions for writing students will be involved in many different types of writing.  Two resources that will be used are Write Away, Write Traits and Trait Crate.

a. Journals - this will consist mostly of personal writing.  These will be started in class and maybe assigned to finish for homework. During term one they will print. During term two they are encouraged to use cursive writing.

b. Process Writing - students will learn and engage in the process for writing: Pre-writing, Drafting, Revising, Proofreading, and Publishing.  They will also learn about Traits of Good Writing, - Ideas, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Writing Conventions.

c. Students will also be exploring and writing the four types of text: Narrative, Poetic (Poetry), Visuals, and Informational. Examples of each are listed below.

i. Narrative - Halloween stories

ii. Poetic - acrostic poems

iii. Visuals - making posters

iv. Informational - writing directions

Cursive Handwriting:
Students will be learning to read and write cursive writing. The resource used will be Canadian Handwriting Book D.

Science:
The focus of Primary Science is exploring and experimenting.  There is a major focus on learning and using science processes. The recommended resource to help reach the outcomes consists of four units. They are:
· Down Under - exploring soil

· Invisible Forces - exploring magnetic forces

· Build It Up - exploring structures*

· Watch It Grow - exploring plants*

* The last two units relate to and will be combined with theme from language arts.

Social Studies: 

We are continuing to pilot a new program – Visions 3
Art:  Explorations in Art
Activities and projects will center around the following themes:

· Seasonal Themes
· Subject themes
· Language themes 

· Explorations In Art
Health:
Health will focus on the following themes:

· Active Living
· Consumer Health
· Dental Health

· Drug Education
· Environmental Health
· Injury Prevention and Safety

· Mental Health
· Nutrition
· Physical Growth and Development

· Relationships
· Self Care

· The main Resource will be Inside Out.

Religion:  Many Friends, One World
Home Assignments:
Throughout the year there will be a number of long term projects assigned to be completed at home. For example our first project is our “Me Box”.
Homework:
Grade three students should spend no more than 30 - 40 minutes on their homework each evening.  A homework agenda is provided in September and it contains all the necessary information pertaining to homework.
Music:
Children will further develop their musical concepts learned, such as beat, rhythm, form, creating, expression, melody, harmony and meter. Identification of pitched and non-pitched instruments, reading and writing music, and in-tune singing are concepts to be further developed through singing, playing and listening. Grade 3 children learn how to play the recorder.

Physical Education:
The main purpose of the Grade 3 program is to prepare the children for psychomotor skill development in future years.  In order to do just that the children will take part in a number of different activities and events. They will take part in a number of different locomotor activities such as walking, running, jumping, etc. Non-locomotor activities and concepts will be explored such as turning, twisting, over, under, etc.  Children will take part in a number of different manipulative activities such as tossing, catching, bouncing, and hitting.  They will also experience the idea of cooperation and completion through a number of different games. 
Yours sincerely,
Ms. Squire

Ms. Mitchell
Ms. Rose
Grade 3 Teachers

